
“If you want to go fast, go alone; if you want to go far, go with others.”  
 
As an intern at a construction engineering firm this past summer, I learned first-hand about the challenges of 
building a twenty story apartment building: not just the structural or mechanical challenges, but also the intricate 
ways in which groups of people interact to complete a project properly. While I am primarily interested in core 
structural and civil engineering subjects, I have learned that engineering needs to be approached in a holistic 
manner that incorporates economic, environmental, and interpersonal systems. I want to be taught engineering in a 
way that encompasses all of these different frontiers. I hope to one day build technologically innovative and 
environmentally friendly skyscrapers designed for a rapidly urbanizing world.  
 
Hopkins’ professors are change agents whose research connects structural engineering challenges to economic 
and environmental considerations. I am fascinated by Professor James Guest’s work in modeling the ways in which 
production costs can be incorporated into designing the optimal structure of a building. This work illustrates the 
power of combining fundamental engineering concepts with economic considerations. Studying AP Physics, I can 
already see the practical utility of applying fundamental science concepts such as Archimedes’ principle of 
leverage to engineering, and I look forward to building my core knowledge through Hopkins’ two-year sequence of 
math and science courses while putting it to work through research opportunities in labs such as the Center for 
Advanced Metallic and Ceramic Systems. Under the guidance of the engineering department’s professors, I will be 
able to develop both my theoretical knowledge and practical engineering skills to their full extent.  
 
Hopkins attracts students from across the world, creating a global forum. Every student brings a different 
perspective and unique insights that can enrich, challenge, and improve the academic community as a whole. As I 
traveled through Africa, I heard a proverb that has stayed with me: “If you want to go fast, go alone; if you want to 
go far, go with others.” During my blood cancer research at Northwestern University, I saw that our team was able 
to tackle more advanced issues than any individual would have been able to accomplish on his or her own. An 
essential component of engineering is complex problem-solving, and with a varied group this process becomes far 
more effective. Student groups—such as Hopkins Baja and Design, Build, Fly—provide powerful examples of teams 
coming together to make something bigger than themselves. These groups give me the opportunity to combine 
applied engineering with hands-on learning while helping me develop an international viewpoint. I hope to further 



extend this perspective through study abroad opportunities in Madrid, Santiago, or Rome, learning about the 
growing needs of an interconnected global community.  
 
The world-class faculty, cutting-edge labs, global student community, and innumerable research opportunities 
provided by Johns Hopkins will help me achieve my goal of designing and building structures that meet the 
economic, technological, social, and environmental needs of the twenty-first century. 
 


