
Guide to Usage • Commonly Confused Terms

Review your writing for these terms before submission.
accept/except


accept: to receive willingly. I accept your offer.


except: to leave out or exclude. Everyone except Charmaine is going to the movies.

affect/effect


affect: to influence. If I don't turn in my research paper, it will affect my grade.


effect: verb meaning to accomplish or bring about. The principal's warning effected a 



change in the kids who skip at McDonald's.


effect: noun meaning the result of. The effect of skipping class was two days of ISS.

among/between


among: used when referring to more than two items. The team divided the reward 



money among them.


between: used when you refer two only two items. Keep the secret between us.

allusion/illusion


allusion: indirect reference to something. His allusion to last year's team made us work 



harder to win.


illusion: mistaken idea or misleading appearance. I thought there was water on the 



road, but that was only an illusion.

bad/badly


bad: adjective usually following a sense word. That milk smells bad.


badly: adverb. I play the piano badly.

beside/besides


beside: next to. I left my watch on the counter beside my earrings.


besides: in addition to. I want to eat something besides cornflakes for breakfast.

bring/take


bring: to carry or lead, usually toward the speaker. Please bring your notes to class.


take: to get something into one's possession; to grasp; to carry away. I need to take my 
notebook to biology class.

chose/choose


chose: past tense of the verb to choose. I chose to go to the beach instead of the mall.


choose: present tense verb. When will you choose your prom dress?

farther/further


farther: expresses a physical relationship. Virginia is farther from here than Georgia.


further: expresses degree. Further study might help you pass the class.

feel/fill


feel: verb describing a sensation or touch. The velvet dress feels soft.


fill: to put into something. Fill the pitcher with water after you put in the sugar.

fewer/less


fewer: modifies a plural noun. We have fewer tardies today than yesterday.


less: modifies a singular noun. I spend less time watching TV now that I actually study.

good/well


good: adjective. We had a good time at the concert.


well: adverb meaning satisfactorily. I sing well enough for the choir, but not to solo.


well: adjective meaning in good health or satisfactory condition. I was sick Tuesday, but 
now I'm well.

imply/infer


imply: to suggest indirectly. She implied that I had been lying to her.


infer: to draw a conclusion. He inferred I did not like him because I wouldn't call back.

it’s/its


it's: contraction for it is. It's foolish to steal essays off the Internet.


its: possessive of it. The cat groomed its fur.

know/no


know: verb indicating cognizance. I know I need to get off Facebook and study.


no: negative response. I wanted to go to the mall, but my mom told me no.

lie/lay


lie: to rest or recline. When I get home from school, I lie on the sofa and watch TV.


lay: to put or set something down. Please lay your books on the table.

loose/lose


loose is an adjective: My belt is too loose to hold up my pants.


lose is a verb: I hope I don’t lose my keys.

of/have


of is a preposition: Have you seen the Pirates of the Caribbean movies?.


have is a verb: I would have come, but I was on restriction.

quiet/quite


quiet: adjective describing a lack of noise. The classroom was quiet during the test.


quite: adverb indicating high degree. She was quite upset that she lost her job.

passed/past


passed: past tense of the verb to pass. We passed them on the highway.


past: noun meaning the time before the present. My mama is living in the past.

rise/raise


rise: verb meaning to go up or get up. The temperature will rise by lunchtime.


raise: verb meaning to cause something to rise. Bad behavior raises my blood pressure.

sit/set


sit: to occupy a chair. Please sit here while you are waiting.


set: to place or put something somewhere. Set the groceries on the counter.

than/then


than: a conjunction used in comparisons. College is harder than high school.


then: adverb meaning at that time or next. Finish your essay, then run spell check.

their/there/they’re


their: the possessive form of they. The Tigers wore their orange jerseys to the game.


there: an adverb meaning "at that place." Put the DVD over there.


they're: contraction of they are. They're happy to be at Jones High.

to/too/two


to: a preposition indicating direction. Take this paper to Mrs. Wells.


too: an adverb meaning in addition. I want some M&Ms too!


two: a number. Please sharpen two pencils.

where/wear/were


where: an adverb asking what place. Where did I put my backpack?


wear: to have on clothing. I'm going to wear my new Apple Bottoms this Friday.


were: past tense of plural form of to be. We were waiting for the city bus.

who’s/whose


who's: contraction of who is. I don't know who's hosting the party at Barnett Park.


whose: the possessive form of who. Whose jacket is this?

your/you’re


your: the possessive form of you. Bring your lunch if you don't want pizza.


you're: contraction of you are. If you're sure we can be home by twelve, I'll go tonight. 

