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What type of language is used?

Martin Luther King Jr. uses metaphorical language throughout the speech. He 
brings up the declaration of independence to a “promissory note to which every 
American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men-yes, black  men as 
well as white men-would  be guaranteed the unalienable rights of life liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness.”  People understood the comparison because they, 
Americans, had signed the note but King was emphasizing that this promise 
for equality and freedom has not yet been fulfilled.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       



Figurative Language  

Martin Luther King uses figurative language to paint a picture in our heads. This is important 

because he is showing us how segregation. “It is obvious today that America has defaulted on 
this promissory note in so far as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this 
sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come 
back marked “insufficient funds.” 



Repetition

MLK uses lots of repetition to get his arguments across. This helps his audience understand that 

what he is saying is quite important. He says things like “Let freedom ring..” and “I have a 

dream..” this helps connect with the audience, repetition helps connects with your audience's 

emotions. 



Bible quotes

There are a few quotes that MLK has used in his speech that are from the bible. For example:

● “But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream.”

○ The chapters of Amos denounces economic equality and I think that this is why he chose 
to use this scripture because

● “I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be 

made low, the rough places will be made straight, and the glory of Lord shall be revealed and all 

flesh shall see it together.”
○ This was quoted from Isaiah 40:4-5, he knew that all of his dreams were in the hands of 

God, but he believed that things could change and the world would be a better place and 
MLK wanted the people to believe the same.



Freedom

In the famous I have a Dream speech, Martin wanted to get his point across about freedom. At 

the time blacks were free but it wasn’t the freedom we expected or wanted. With Martin coming 

up in this era he thought speaking out on it would help and make things slightly better or a little 

easier. At the time Martin was fighting for equality. He wanted every white and black man to 

basically live with peace. Martin was fighting for blacks to be able to sit anywhere on the bus, he 

wanted to stop segregation with bathrooms, restaurants water fountain, etc.



What can we learn about the language use 
from King

King wanted to paint a picture in our minds that segregation is wrong and that all men were 

created equal and that it doesn't matter the color of your skin. Also we should be judged by our 

character not our skin.


