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The Critical Lens Essay Overview
Your Task:
Write a 4.5-6 page MLA formatted critical lens essay in which you discuss The Kite Runner from
the particular perspective of the statement that is provided for you in the Critical Lens. In your essay,
provide a valid interpretation of the statement, agree or disagree with the statement as you have
interpreted it, and support your opinion using specific references to appropriate literary elements from
the two works.
Critical Lens Options: (CHOOSE ONE)
1. "In a dark time, the eye begins to see..." – Theodore Roethke

2. "In literature, evil often triumphs but never conquers." – Anonymous
3. “What was silent in the father speaks in the son, and often I found in the son the unveiled
secret of the father.” - Friedrich Nietzsche
4. “We are our choices.” ― Jean-Paul Sartre
Guidelines:
• Provide a valid interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for analysis
• Indicate whether you agree or disagree with the statement as you have interpreted it • Use
the criteria suggested by the critical lens to analyze The Kite Runner
• Avoid plot summary! Instead, use specific references (MLA parenthetical notation) to appropriate
literary elements (for example: theme, characterization, setting, point of view) to develop your
analysis
• Organize your ideas in a unified and coherent manner
• Specify the titles and authors of the literature you choose
• Follow the conventions of standard written English
Turn in (in this order from top to bottom) AND upload the Final Draft to Turnitin.com:
1. Final Draft
2. Outline
3. Planning (i.e. free write, web, list, rough outline, etc.)

Date Due: ________________________________________
Instructions
Writing the Critical Lens Essay
1 Understand the critical lens and what it is asking of you.
A critical lens is a certain viewpoint you should look through as you analyze the piece of literature you
were assigned. It could be a school of thought, such as a "Marxist" or "feminist" critical lens, or it
could be a quote expressing some sort of general opinion. Make sure you know what this critical lens
is and what it's all about. Talk to your teacher or do additional research if necessary.
2 Analyze the piece of literature.
The best thing is to reread it, if possible, with your critical lens in mind. As you read, highlight
passages that seem to support the critical lens. For example, if you are supposed to look at the text
through a psychoanalytic critical lens, passages that have to deal with a father-son relationship could
be used to expound on an overall Oedipal theme in your paper.
3 Craft a thesis statement – an overview of what your essay is going to be about, containing the basic
argument you will be making in your essay.
It should create an argument about an aspect of the critical lens that can be supported by direct
quotes from your piece of literature. If you were given a prompt as part of your assignment, make
sure your thesis statement directly answers it.
4 Write the introductory paragraph, which should basically be an extension of your thesis statement.
Use it to explain any concepts you feel you need to go into detail about, or to bring in anything you
feel is necessary before you start getting deeper into the text.
5 Write your body paragraphs.
You can go about this several ways: you can write each paragraph about a separate point you have
to make about the text, or you can explain one point in a paragraph and then use the next several
paragraphs to explain and analyze different passages that support it, then start a new point and do
the same thing. The basic purpose of your body paragraphs is to go deep into the text and analyze it
from the perspective of your critical lens. The topics of your body paragraphs must stem directly from
your thesis statement.
6 Write your conclusion and tie everything together.
You have several ways to go about it, but make sure this conclusion has a closing feel to it, and
maybe adds a little something new, like a further explanation of the critical lens, or another analytical
point that stems from earlier ones, so that it's not just recycling what you've said before.

