
Williams – AP Literature and Composition 

www.thatenglishteacher.com 

williams.ck@easthartford.org 

Henrik Ibsen – “A Doll’s House” 

Please select one of these prompts for an in-class timed free response. 

1971. The significance of a title such as The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is so 

easy to discover. However, in other works (for example, Measure for Measure) the 

full significance of the title becomes apparent to the reader only gradually. Choose 

two works and show how the significance of their respective titles is developed 

through the authors’ use of devices such as contrast, repetition, allusion, and point of 

view. 

1983. From a novel or play of literary merit, select an important character who is a 

villain. Then, in a well-organized essay, analyze the nature of the character’s villainy 

and show how it enhances meaning in the work. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

1987. Some novels and plays seem to advocate changes in social or political attitudes 

or in traditions. Choose such a novel or play and note briefly the particular attitudes or 

traditions that the author apparently wishes to modify. Then analyze the techniques 

the author uses to influence the reader’s or audience’s views. Avoid plot summary. 

1988. Choose a distinguished novel or play in which some of the most significant 

events are mental or psychological; for example, awakenings, discoveries, changes in 

consciousness. In a well-organized essay, describe how the author manages to give 

these internal events the sense of excitement, suspense, and climax usually associated 

with external action. Do not merely summarize the plot. 

1995. Writers often highlight the values of a culture or a society by using characters 

who are alienated from that culture or society because of gender, race, class, or creed. 

Choose a novel or a play in which such a character plays a significant role and show 

how that character’s alienation reveals the surrounding society’s assumptions or moral 

values. 

2005. In Kate Chopin’s The Awakening (1899), protagonist Edna Pontellier is said to 

possess “That outward existence which conforms, the inward life that questions.” In a 

novel or play that you have studied, identify a character who outwardly conforms 

while questioning inwardly. Then write an essay in which you analyze how this 

tension between outward conformity and inward questioning contributes to the 

meaning of the work. Avoid mere plot summary. 



2009. A symbol is an object, action, or event that represents something or that creates 

a range of associations beyond itself. In literary works a symbol can express an idea, 

clarify meaning, or enlarge literal meaning. Select a novel or play and, focusing on 

one symbol, write an essay analyzing how that symbol functions in the work and what 

it reveals about the characters or themes of the work as a whole. Do not merely 

summarize the plot.  


