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Kate Chopin – The Awakening 

Please select one of the following prompts for an in-class timed response. 

1987. Some novels and plays seem to advocate changes in social or political attitudes or in 

traditions. Choose such a novel or play and note briefly the particular attitudes or traditions that the 

author apparently wishes to modify. Then analyze the techniques the author uses to influence the 

reader’s or audience’s views. Avoid plot summary. 

1988. Choose a distinguished novel or play in which some of the most significant events are mental 

or psychological; for example, awakenings, discoveries, changes in consciousness. In a well-

organized essay, describe how the author manages to give these internal events the sense of 

excitement, suspense, and climax usually associated with external action. Do not merely summarize 

the plot. 

1991. Many plays and novels use contrasting places (for example, two countries, two cities or 

towns, two houses, or the land and the sea) to represent opposed forces or ideas that are central to 

the meaning of the work. Choose a novel or play that contrasts two such places. Write an essay 

explaining how the places differ, what each place represents, and how their contrast contributes to 

the meaning of the work. 

1992. In a novel or play, a confidant (male) or a confidante (female) is a character, often a friend or 

relative of the hero or heroine, whose role is to be present when the hero or heroine needs a 

sympathetic listener to confide in. Frequently the result is, as Henry James remarked, that the 

confidant or confidante can be as much “the reader’s friend as the protagonist’s.” However, the 

author sometimes uses this character for other purposes as well. Choose a confidant or confidante 

from a novel or play of recognized literary merit and write an essay in which you discuss the 

various ways this character functions in the work. You may write your essay on one of the 

following novels or plays or on another of comparable quality. Do not write on a poem or short 

story. 

1995. Writers often highlight the values of a culture or a society by using characters who are 

alienated from that culture or society because of gender, race, class, or creed. Choose a novel or a 

play in which such a character plays a significant role and show how that character’s alienation 

reveals the surrounding society’s assumptions or moral values. 

1997. Novels and plays often include scenes of weddings, funerals, parties, and other social 

occasions. Such scenes may reveal the values of the characters and the society in which they live. 

Select a novel or play that includes such a scene and, in a focused essay, discuss the contribution 

the scene makes to the meaning of the work as a whole. You may choose a work from the list 

below or another novel or play of literary merit. 



1999. The eighteenth-century British novelist Laurence Sterne wrote, “No body, but he who has 

felt it, can conceive what a plaguing thing it is to have a man’s mind torn asunder by two projects 

of equal strength, both obstinately pulling in a contrary direction at the same time.” 

From a novel or play, choose a character (not necessarily the protagonist) whose mind is pulled in 

conflicting directions by two compelling desires, ambitions, obligations, or influences. Then, in a 

well-organized essay, identify each of the two conflicting forces and explain how this conflict with 

one character illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. You may use one of the novels or 

plays listed below or another novel or work of similar literary quality. 

2002. Morally ambiguous characters -- characters whose behavior discourages readers from 

identifying them as purely evil or purely good -- are at the heart of many works of literature. 

Choose a novel or play in which a morally ambiguous character plays a pivotal role. Then write an 

essay in which you explain how the character can be viewed as morally ambiguous and why his or 

her moral ambiguity is significant to the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot summary. 

2004, Form B. The most important themes in literature are sometimes developed in scenes in 

which a death or deaths take place. Choose a novel or play and write a well-organized essay in 

which you show how a specific death scene helps to illuminate the meaning of the work as a whole. 

Avoid mere plot summary. 

2007. In many works of literature, past events can affect, positively or negatively, the present 

activities, attitudes, or values of a character. Choose a novel or play in which a character must 

contend with some aspect of the past, either personal or societal. Then write an essay in which you 

show how the character’s relationship to the past contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. 

2009. A symbol is an object, action, or event that represents something or that creates a range of 

associations beyond itself. In literary works a symbol can express an idea, clarify meaning, or 

enlarge literal meaning. Select a novel or play and, focusing on one symbol, write an essay 

analyzing how that symbol functions in the work and what it reveals about the characters or themes 

of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot.  

2011, Form B. In The Writing of Fiction (1925), novelist Edith Wharton states the following: 

At every stage in the progress of his tale the novelist must rely on what may be called the 

illuminating incident to reveal and emphasize the inner meaning of each situation. Illuminating 

incidents are the magic casements of fiction, its vistas on infinity. 

Choose a novel or play that you have studied and write a well-organized essay in which you 

describe an “illuminating” episode or moment and explain how it functions as a “casement,” a 

window that opens onto the meaning of the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot summary. 


